
ST PATRICK’S AND ST BRIGID’S GLENARIFFE

MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
1st January 2023

Although the civil regulations may have relaxed the church regulations remain unchanged due to the return
of Coved in the community. To help limit the spread of the virus face coverings should be worn during mass.
Hands should be sanitized on entry to the church. Please follow the one-way system

NEW YEAR’S DAY 10.00am  Aathbhliain faoi shéan is faoi mhaise duit

WEEKDAY MASSES Monday 2nd January    10am
Tuesday 3rd January        10am
No Mass on Wednesday
Thursday 5th January
Friday Feast of the EPIPHANY 6th January 10.00am
( No evening Mass)

DECEASED: Mary O’Kane, Garron Rd,
Charlie McKillop, Ballynalougher, Middlepark Rd
Josephine O’Kane, Carnlough

ANNIVERSARIES: Eileen O’Boyle, Alex Murray
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Mary the wandering mother

Mary is presented at Christmas as the one who pondered.  She heard much that puzzled her. In the message
of the shepherds, gifts of the Magi, and maybe the odd conversation with Joseph when they wondered about
their child and what would happen him.

Her pondering led to wondering.  It must have tried her faith but never left her without faith. She us a model
of faith for today when faith leaves many questions.  Pope Francis says: ‘in this quest to seek and find God in
all things there is still an area of uncertainty. There must be. If one has the answers to all the questions—that
is the proof that God is not with him. Our life is not given to us like an opera libretto, in which all is written
down; but it means going, walking, doing, searching, seeing.’  (Interview 2013).
We can question much about God but it is best if it leads us to wondering about him. The person who can
wonder never gets tired of life and known that in wondering together we find life for the mind and soul.
We find nourishment for ourselves in our capacity to wonder and be amazed. Christmas can do this for us.
Family memories, gathering with friends, Christmas prayer can open us to new love and new faith. If we can
do this for a day, can we do it for the year?

Come to birth Lord Jesus and help me to enjoy wonder and amazement at your coming.
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